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Seminar Presenters
Xavier Bettel
Prime Minister
Minister of State
Minister for Communications and Media
Minister for Religious Affairs
Xavier Bettel was born on 3 March 1973 in Luxembourg City.

Education and qualifications
Following secondary school studies, Xavier Bettel pursued higher education studies
at the University of Nancy, where he was awarded a master’s degree in public and
European law from the Faculty of Law, followed by a DEA (post-graduate diploma of
advanced studies) in political sciences and public law.

Governmental posts
Following the legislative elections of 20 October 2013, Xavier Bettel was appointed
Prime Minister, Minister of State, Minister for Communications and Media, Minister
for Religious Affairs on 4 December 2013 in the coalition government formed by the
Democratic Party (DP), the Luxembourg Socialist Workers’ Party (LSAP) and the Green
Party (“déi gréng”).

Other political posts
A member of the DP since 1989, Xavier Bettel was elected to Parliament for the first
time in 1999 at the age of 26 while standing for the DP in the constituency of the Centre.
He was re-elected in 2004, 2009 and 2013. In Parliament, he assumed among others
the roles of vice-chairman of the Legal Affairs Committee from 2004 to 2013 and vicechairman of the Committee of Enquiry into the State Intelligence Service from 2012 to
2013. From 2009 to 2011, he assumed the role of chairman of the DP parliamentary
group.
At local level, Xavier Bettel initially served as a municipal councillor of the City of
Luxembourg from 2000 to 2005, then as an alderman from 2005 to 2011. Following the
municipal elections of 2011, he assumed the role of mayor, an office he held until his
appointment as Prime Minister, Minister of State in December 2013.
Since January 2013, Xavier Bettel has been the chairman of the DP.

Professional activities
From 2001 to 2013, Xavier Bettel worked as a barrister in Luxembourg.
www.gouvernement.lu
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Robert Glaesener
CEO, Talkwalker
Robert joined Talkwalker as CEO in 2010 after launching and heading up online
brokerage bank Internaxx, now part of TD bank. His leadership expertise is spearheading
the growth of the company.
Talkwalker now holds a dominant position as a crawling and search technology company
that allows customers worldwide to search, analyze and monitor online and social media.
Robert holds a BA from HEC Management School in France and an MBA from the Harvard
Business School, USA.

Adam Golodner
Partner and Global Cybersecurity & Privacy Practice Leader,
Kaye Scholer LLP
Adam Golodner is a partner and the Leader of the Global Cybersecurity & Privacy
Practice Group at Kaye Scholer LLP. With a career spanning more than 25 years in
leadership positions across business, academia, law, and government, Mr. Golodner
provides strategic advice and action in complex issues at the intersection of technology,
security, business, and law - including public policy, litigation, corporate governance and
transactions.
Prior to joining Kaye Scholer LLP, he spent 10 years as an executive at Cisco Systems,
Inc., leading its global cyber policy and advising government leaders globally on cyber
and national security issues. Conversant in both the language of C-Suite executives,
including Chief Information Officers (CIO), and Chief Information Security Officers
(CISO), and senior policymakers in The White House, Congress, and governments
globally, Mr. Golodner provides concrete advice and win-win solutions to complex cyber
problems. Mr. Golodner has driven cross-functional results in issues relating to security,
privacy, innovation, antitrust, cloud, Internet of Things, big data, critical infrastructure
protection, information sharing, product integrity and supply chain issues.
Before joining Cisco, Mr. Golodner held positions at Dartmouth College as the Associate
Director of the Institute for Security, Technology and Society; the United States
Department of Justice, as the Chief of Staff of the Antitrust Division; the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, as Deputy Administrator of the Rural Utilities Service; and The White
House as a Search Manager in Presidential Personnel.
Mr. Golodner is also an Executive Fellow at the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth
College, at the Center for Digital Strategies. He is also a Senior Advisor to The Chertoff
Group, a premier security and risk management advisory firm, and a Member of the
Experts Group of the Risk Assistance Network + Exchange (RANE).
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Merit E. Janow
Dean, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University
Merit E. Janow is an internationally recognized expert in international trade and
investment, with extensive experience in academia, government, international
organizations and business. She is Dean of the faculty of the School of International
and Public Affairs (SIPA) and a Professor of Practice in International Economic Law
and International Affairs at SIPA and affiliated faculty at Columbia Law School. In
addition, she is Co-Director of the APEC Study Center and until recently Chair of the
Faculty Oversight Committee of Columbia’s Global Center East Asia. In December,
2003 Professor Janow was elected for a four year term as one of the seven Members
of the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Appellate Body – the first female to serve on
the Appellate body. From 1997 to 2000, she served as the Executive Director of the
first international antitrust advisory committee of the U.S. Department of Justice. Prior
to joining Columbia’s faculty, she was Deputy Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for
Japan and China (1989-93). Professor Janow is on the Board of Directors of several
corporations in financial services and technologies, and serves on the board of several
not for profit organizations. In 2009, she became a charter member of the International
Advisory Council of China’s sovereign wealth fund, China Investment Corporation or
CIC. She grew up in Japan and speaks Japanese. She has a JD, Columbia Law School and
a BA in Asian Studies, University of Michigan.

Stephen Koval
Partner and Corporate Department Co-Chair, Kaye Scholer LLP
Stephen Koval is a Partner at Kaye Scholer and Co-Chair of the firm’s Corporate
Department. He concentrates his practice on structuring and negotiating complex
business transactions and private equity structures, including public and private
mergers, acquisitions, divestitures, carveouts, recapitalizations and workouts. He has
substantial experience in public offerings and private placements of debt and equity
securities, representing financial institutions and US issuers of all sizes in the United
States, and both US and international entities in cross-border offerings. He is also
experienced in the restructuring of the debt of financially distressed public and private
companies.
Steve is an experienced corporate counselor, advising boards of directors and
their committees on a broad range of issues, including governance and executive
compensation. His practice is particularly focused on several industries in which he
has substantial experience, including retail, consumer goods and luxury brands,
transactional health care, industrials and services. Steve has been recognized as a
leading practitioner in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, and has
served on the firm’s Executive Committee.
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Adrien Kirschfink
Strategy Senior Manager, Financial Services at Accenture
Adrien Kirschfink is a Strategy Executive in Accenture’s Financial Services Operating
Group in North America. He started his career at Accenture Belgium & Luxemburg and
for many years has been working globally with some of the world’s leading financial
institutions, helping them with their Digital, Distribution & Marketing Strategies and
Transformation Programs understanding the impact of regulation, innovation and data
security on the bank’s customers.
Adrien is passionate about entrepreneurship and innovation and co-authored the Belgian
“Roadbook of Innovation,” supported the creation of both the Accenture BeLux Financial
Services Innovation Awards and the EFMA Innovation Awards, and recently took on a
champion role in the New York FinTech Innovation Lab. He also serves as Member of the
Executive Board at the Belgian American Chamber of Commerce (BelCham) in charge
of Learning, Development and Leadership serving its members and the start-ups in
BelCham’s ATELIER in New York City.

Elena Kvochko
Head of Global Information Security Strategy and Implementation,
Barclays Bank
Elena Kvochko is currently head of global information security strategy and
implementation at a major bank. Previously, she was Manager in Information Technology
Industry at World Economic Forum, where she led global partnership programs on cyber
resilience and the internet of things and was responsible for developing relationships
with top information technology industry partners. Prior to her position at the Forum,
she worked as Information and Communication Technology specialist at the World Bank.
Elena focused on a portfolio of projects aimed at leveraging ICT for economic growth and
transparency in emerging economies.
Elena is an author of numerous publications and reports and has contributed to Forbes,
The New York Times, Harvard Business Review, and other media outlets on technology
and security strategy.
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Nicolas Mackel
CEO, Luxembourg for Finance
Nicolas Mackel is CEO of Luxembourg for Finance, the Agency for the Development of the
Financial Centre, since July 2013.
Nicolas is a career diplomat. He has graduated with a law degree from the University
of Aix-en-Provence, and holds two post-graduate diplomas in European law from the
Sorbonne University, respectively the College of Europe in Bruges where he then also
served as a teaching assistant in the Law Department. He worked as a legal clerk at
the European Court of Justice before joining the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1999.
His assignments focused on the successive EU Treaty negotiations (Amsterdam, Nice,
Constitution, Lisbon).
Nicolas was consecutively posted at Luxembourg’s Permanent Representation to the
EU (2002-07), as Deputy Chief of Mission at Luxembourg’s Embassy in Washington,
DC (2007-11) and as Consul General in Shanghai (2011-13) where he was in charge of
promoting Luxembourg’s economic interests throughout China as the Executive Director
of the Luxembourg Trade and Investment Office.

Kenneth A. Minihan
Lt. Gen. USAF (Ret.), Managing Director, Paladin Capital Group
Lt. General Minihan is a Managing Director and is focused on the development and
implementation of new investment opportunities for Paladin’s investment funds. Prior
to joining Paladin, Lt. General Minihan was the 14th Director of the National Security
Agency/Central Security Service. During his military service at the national level, Lt.
General Minihan demonstrated a long history of making new technologies operational
and implementing leading edge services and products in a competitive environment
where lives were often at risk. He has a history of exceeding expectations for performance
and timeliness. During the last twenty years of the Cold War and the transition to the
Information Age, he was instrumental in the definition and selection of technology
solutions to solve the most difficult national security information needs. Throughout
that time, Lt. General Minihan helped set the performance standards for information
enterprise operations. Lt. General Minihan is the Chairman and President of the Security
Affairs Support Association, which focuses on shared government and industry national
intelligence and technology challenges. He also is a member of the Air Force Association,
the National Military Intelligence Association and other national organizations. He has
substantial experience in capital raising, enterprise operations, business development
and business readiness assurance. While at the National Security Agency, he was
instrumental in the definition and implementation of the National Information Assurance
Program. He devotes considerable attention to and consults on national security affairs.
Lt. General Minihan has a B.A. Degree from Florida State University, a M.A. Degree from
the Naval Postgraduate School, and has completed executive development programs at
the University of Illinois and Harvard University. Among his awards and decorations are
the National Security Medal, the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, the Bronze Star,
the National Intelligence Distinguished Service Medal, and the Legion of Merit.

